
St. Paul Affirmation of Baptism Program 
7th – 8th Grade 

 
 
Welcome to the St. Paul Affirmation Program.  The Affirmation 
program is three years with the first two years being study of 
the Old and New Testaments and Small Catechism on Sunday 
mornings.  The third year (usually 9th grade) consists of 
monthly meetings, experiential learning, and preparation of a 
testimony which is presented to the congregation on the day of 
affirmation of baptism. 
 
Affirmation of Baptism is an important step on a person’s faith 
journey.  St. Paul takes into consideration today’s families’ busy 

schedules while offering a well-rounded and focused program.  St. Paul provides the tools and 
assistance for preparation but it is up to the affirmand and their parents to utilize these 
tools, work together with the church and be dedicated to faith formation, service and 
fellowship.  Participation in all three areas is a key factor for success. 
 
In 7th and 8th grades we use the Here We Stand curriculum which concentrates one year on the 
Small Catechism and one year on Old and New Testaments.  There is a lot of material to cover 
in less than thirty weeks so attendance is critical or important lessons will be missed.  While 
we understand there may be a Sunday occasionally when the family cannot make it to church, 
every effort should be made to attend the classes.  At least one parent will need to attend as 
well.  While we do not want to make a mandatory number of classes needed in order to 
complete the program, attendance will be a consideration in determining if a youth is well-
prepared to affirm his or her baptism.  A good guideline would be at least 80% of classes 
complete including intergenerational Sundays which are an important practice in being in a 
faith community and part of the body of Christ.  Students will complete weekly student 
sheets that tie to the lesson and well as monthly sermon notes.  
 
In addition to the Sunday classes, we offer one service event a month and one fellowship 
event a month.  All affirmations are required to serve once a month whether it is our 
scheduled event or another event, as long as we serve in the name of Christ.  Fellowship 
events are not mandatory but strongly recommended so the affirmand is truly attempting to 
live among God’s faithful people by forming relationships with their faith peers. 
 
Most of the youth are already involved in worship participation but in order to complete the 
program, all youth will need to be on a rotation for worship participation; i.e., acolyte, screen, 
usher or communion assistant.  Our youth are just as much a part of this congregation and of 
worship as the adults and this is a great time to get them involved. 
 
We feel this program offers the best educational and experiential learning opportunities 
without the need to add a separate night of the week for instruction.  We are looking forward 
to experiencing this with you and walking together on this journey. 


